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In the Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of providing communications services_bxa 
communications server , comprising the steps of: 

determining a state of an Internet Protocol communications device by transmitting a 
message from a communications module through a Voice-Over Internet Protocol 
communications network to an Internet Protocol communications device to determine if a 
signaling path to the Internet Protocol communications device exists in the Voice-Over Internet 
Protocol communications network; 

determining that the signaling path fails to exist in response to a failure to receive a 
response to the message from the Internet Protocol communications device; and 

reconfiguring call routing information in g database of network routing instructions 
relating to the Internet Protocol communications device in response to determining that the 
signaling path fails to exist based upon network-defined logic that specifies alternate routing 

n „ Y internet Protocol communicat i on* device served by the commun ications 
s^isr^ml^, so that an incoming call in the Voice-Over Internet Protocol 
communications network addressed to the Internet Protocol communications device is routed to 
an alternate communications device instead of to the Internet Protocol communications device. 



2 (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the step of 
determining the state of the Internet Protocol communications device comprises determining 
whether the Internet Protocol communications device fails to respond to the message transmitted 
by the communications module. 

3. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 2, further comprising the step 

of: 

if the Internet Protocol communications device fails to respond to the communication, 
then reconfiguring the call routing information based upon at4ea^en^f4) ^network-defined 
logic- mid ii) subscrib er defin e d logi e. 



In Re: Shrum et al. 
Serial No.: 10/813,491 
Filing Date: March 30, 2004 
Page 4 



4-5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Original) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the step of determining the 
state of the Internet Protocol communications device comprises polling the Internet Protocol 
communications device. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method of providing communications services bva 
communications server , comprising the steps of: 

polling an Internet Protocol communications device to determine if a signaling path exists 
in a Voice-Over Internet Protocol communications network; and 

if the signaling path fails to exist, then reconfiguring call routing information ina 
database ofngtwork routing instructions for calls addressed to the Internet Protocol 
communications device so that an incoming call in the Voice-Over Internet Protocol 
communications network addressed to the Internet Protocol communications device is routed to 
an alternate communications device instead of to the Internet Protocol communications device 
based upon atle^ne^network-defined logic that s pecifies alternate jxnitin^^ 
^toanvlnternet Protocol communications devjces erved bv the commuiy gaaoMsaygjsnoi 

avgilal^^ wherein the cal1 rOUting information is 

based upon an availability of the Internet Protocol communications device. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method of providing communications services by^a 
communications server , comprising the steps of: 

polling an Internet Protocol communications device to determine if a signaling path exists 
in a Voice-Over Internet Protocol communications network; and 

if a response is not received within a specified time, then reconfiguring call routing 
information ir^atabase of network routing instructions for calls addressed to the Internet 
Protocol communications device so that an incoming call in the Voice-Over Internet Protocol 
communications network addressed to the Internet Protocol communications device is routed to 
an alternate communications device instead of to the Internet Protocol communications device 
based upon at4e*stKme-ef-144h« network-defined logic that s pecifies altemate _rmiting 
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destinations wh en any Internet P r otocol communications device serv ed b y the communications 
.erver is not available and4i>4h^ufeser4fea^W4e^, wherein the call routing information is 
reconfigured based upon an availability of the Internet Protocol communications device. 

9. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

a Communications Module stored in a memory device, and 

a processor communicating with the memory device; 

the Communications Module determining a state of an Internet Protocol communications 
device by transmitting a message from a communications module through a Voice-Over Internet 
Protocol communications network to an Internet Protocol communications device to determine if 
a signaling path to the Internet Protocol communications device exists in the Voice-Over Internet 
Protocol communications network and reconfiguring call routing information in^databaseof 
n^nrV routing instructions for calls addressed to the Internet Protocol communications device 
based upon netwnrV-defined lode that s pecifies alternate routing destinations when any Internet 
Protocol comrn unjcMions device served bv the system is notay^labje so that an incoming call in 
the Voice-Over Internet Protocol communications network addressed to the Internet Protocol 
communications device is routed to an alternate communications device instead of to the Internet 
Protocol communications device based upon the state of the Internet Protocol communications 
device. 

10. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture A computer pr ogram p rnmirt-, 

comprising: 

a computer-readable medium; and 

a Communications Module stored on the computer-readable medium, the 

Communications Module comprising: 

com puter-readab le program code g^nfi^urgd to determine determining a state of an 
Internet Protocol communications device by transmitting a message from a communications 
module through a Voice-Over Internet Protocol communications network to an Internet Protocol 
communications device to determine if a signaling path to the Internet Protocol communications 
device exists in the Voice-Over Internet Protocol communications network and 
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corn^uMrlgadable urogram configured to reconfigure reeonfi^ring call routing 
information w » database of network ro utir^toctigns for calls addressed to the Internet 
Protocol communications device basedjrrmnet^o^^ 

routing destinati on, when any Internet Protocol communications dejdge^edbyjhe 
c^nunjcMons server is not available so that an incoming call in the Voice-Over Internet 
Protocol communications network addressed to the Internet Protocol communications device is 
routed to an alternate communications device instead of to the Internet Protocol communications 
device based upon the state of the Internet Protocol communications device. 



